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MSO POLICY

THE MSOs
REGISTRATION

RENEWAL DILEMMA
The first new registrations to MSOs happened
during the DAS implementation in June 2012,

which became due for renewal/extension in June
2022. The Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994, however, does not mention provision

about renewal of MSO registrations. TRAI has
sought comments of the stakeholders on the

relevant issues pertaining to renewal of
MSO registration including the quantum of

fee to be paid for such renewal.

POLICY FOR MSO REGISTRATION
In General, Cable TV, along with DTH, is the pre-

dominant platform for receiving TV broadcast. In a typical
cable television distribution chain, MSO receives
programming service from broadcaster and re-transmits the
same to the consumer, either directly or through one or
more LCOs. Registration of MSOs progressed in
consonance with the phase-wise implementation of DAS.

Figure 1: Year-wise Cumulative MSOs registered with  MIB
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emaesaAao ko ilae phlaa nayaa pMjaIkrNa jaUna 2021 DIeesa
kaya-nvayana ko daOrana huAa¸ jaao jaUna 2022 maoM

navaIkrNaÀivastar ko ilae doya hao gayaa.kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994¸ halaaMik¸ emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko

navaIkrNa ko p`avaQaana ka ]llaoK nahIM krta hO.
T/a[- nao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa sao saMbaMiQat

p`asaMigak mau_aoM pr [sa trh ko navaIkrNa ko ilae Baugatana
ikyao jaanao vaalao Saulk kI maa~a saiht saMbaMiQat mau_aoM pr

ihtQaarkaoM kI iTPpNaI maaMgaI hO.

emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae naIitemaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae naIitemaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae naIitemaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae naIitemaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae naIit
saamaanya taOr pr kobala TIvaI¸ DITIeca ko saaqa¸ TIvaI p`saarNa

p`aPt krnao ko ilae p`amauK PlaoTfa^ma- hO.ek ivaiSaYT kobala TIvaI ivatrNa
EaRMKlaa maoM emaesaAao̧  p`saarkaoM sao kaya-Ëma saovaa p`aPt krta hO AaOr [sao
]pBaao@taAaoM kao saIQao yaa ek yaa AiQak elasaIAao ko maaQyama sao ifr sao
p`saairt krta hO.emaesaAao ko pMjaIkrNa kI p`gait DIeesa ko carNabaw
kayaa-nvayana ko Anau$p hu[- hO.pMjaIkRt emaesaAao kI saM#yaa 2012 maoM
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The number of registered MSOs has steadily increased from
29 in 2012 to 1451 by 2017. New Regulatory Framework also
provided further growth. The framework provides a
mechanism of time bound provisioning of signals for
television channels for MSOs. Figure 1 shows year-wise
number of registered MSOs as per information on MIB
website:

The Government enacted the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Ordinance, 1994, on 29th September
1994 that set down rules for registration of cable TV operators
and introduced the Programme Code and the Advertising
Code. In order to replace the said ordinance by an Act, the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) bill was introduced
in Parliament. Subsequently this ordinance was converted
into the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995
on 25th March 1995, to regulate the operation of cable
television networks in the country.

With the introduction of digital addressable system
(DAS), Government has amended the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994, by issuing the Cable Television
Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2012, on 28th April 2012.
For any company or individual intending to provide cable
television network services with DAS, it is mandatory to
register with MIB and take necessary permissions from MIB.

Provisions under Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994
& Cable Television Networks (Regulation), Act, 1995

Chapter II of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation), Act, 1995 deals with the regulation of Cable
Television Network.

a) Section (3) reads as, “no person shall operate a cable
television network unless he is registered as a cable
operator under this Act.”

b) Section 4(2) reads as, “the cable operator shall fulfill
such eligibility criteria and conditions as may be
prescribed and different eligibility criteria may be
prescribed for different categories of cable
operators.”

c) Section 4(4) reads as, “an application under sub-
section (1) shall be made in such form and be
accompanied by such documents and fees as may be
prescribed.”

d) Section 4(5) of the CTN Act, 1995 deals with the
renewal of registration of a Cable Operator subject to
terms and conditions prescribed under Sections 4(6)
of the Act.

e) Section 4(6) reads as, “Without prejudice to the
compliance of eligibility criteria for registration of

29 sao baZ,kr 2017 tk 1451 hao gayaI hO.nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao nao BaI
AaOr vaRiw p`dana kI hO.yah Z,aMcaa emaesaAao ko ilae TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM
ko ilae isaganala ko samayabaw p`avaQaana ka tM~ p`dana krta hO.ica~ 1
emaAa[-baI vaobasaa[T pr dI gayaI jaanakarI ko Anausaar pMjaIkRt emaesaAao
kI vaYa-–vaar saM#yaa kao dSaa-ta hO.

sarkar nao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AQyaadoSa
1994 kao 29 idsaMbar 1994 kao AiQainayaimat ikyaa qaa¸ ijasanao kobala
TIvaI Aa^proTraoM ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae inayama inaQaa-irt ikyao AaOr kaya-Ëma
kaoD va iva&apna kaoD poSa ikyaa.]@t AQyaadoSa kao ek AiQainayama
Wara p`itsqaaipt krnao ko ilae kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´
ivaQaoyak kao saMsad maoM poSa ikyaa gayaa qaa.[sako baad [sa AQyaadoSa kao
doSa maoM kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko saMcaalana kao ivainayaimat krnao ko ilae
25 maaca- 1995 kao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama
1995 maoM pirvait-t kr idyaa gayaa.

iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma ³DIeesa´ kI Sau$Aat ko saaqa sarkar
nao 28 Ap̀Ola 2012 kao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³saMSaaoQana´ inayama¸ 2012
jaarI krko kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa
hO.kobala TolaIivajana p̀dana krnao ko [-cCuk iksaI BaI kMpnaI yaa vyai@t ko
ilae DIeesa ko saaqa naoTvak- saovaayaoM̧  emaAa[-baI ko saaqa pMjaIkrNa krnaa
AaOr emaAa[-baI sao AavaSyak Anaumait laonaa Ainavaaya- hO.

kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 AaOr kobala TolaIivajanakobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 AaOr kobala TolaIivajanakobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 AaOr kobala TolaIivajanakobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 AaOr kobala TolaIivajanakobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 AaOr kobala TolaIivajana
na oTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 ko tht p`avaQaanana oTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 ko tht p`avaQaanana oTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 ko tht p`avaQaanana oTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 ko tht p`avaQaanana oTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 ko tht p`avaQaana

kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama 1995 ka
AQyaaya 2 kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko ivainayamana sao saMbaMiQat hO.
eº´ Qaara ³3´ ko Anausaar¸ ‘kao[- BaI vyai@t kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak-

ka saMcaalana tba tk nahIM krogaa jaba tk ik vah [sa AiQainayama
ko tht kobala Aa^proTraoM ko $p maoM pMjaIkRt na hao.’

baIº´ Qaara ³4´ 2 ko mautaibak ‘kobala Aa^proTr eosao pa~ta maapdMD
AaOr Satao-M kao pUra krogaa¸ jaao ik inaQaa-irt ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ AaOr
kobala Aa^proTraoM kI ivaiBanna EaoiNayaaoM ko ilae ivaiBanna pa~ta
maanadMD inaQaa-irt ikyao jaa sakto hOM.’

saI´ Qaara ³4´ 4 ko mautaibak ‘]p–Qaara ³1´ ko tht ek Aavaodna
[sa trh ko $p maoM ikyaa jaa sakta hO AaOr eosao dstavaojaaoM va fIsa
ko saaqa haogaa jaOsaaik inaQaa-irt ikyaa jaa sakta hO.’

DI´ saITIena AiQainayama 1995 kI Qaara 4 ³5´ AiQainayama kI Qaara
4 ³6´ ko tht inaQaa-irt inayamaaoM va Satao-M ko AQaIna kobala
Aa^proTraoM ko pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa sao saMbaMiQat hO.

[-´ Qaara 4³6´ ko mautaibak ‘kobala Aa^proTraoM ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae
pa~ta maanadMD ko Anaupalana pr p`itkUla p`Baava Dalao ibanaa¸ koMd`
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cable operators, the Central Government may
prescribe, having regard to the interests of the
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the
State, friendly relations with foreign States, public
order, decency or morality, foreign relation or
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an
offence, such terms and conditions of registration
including additional criteria or conditions to be
fulfilled by the cable operator.”

Further, Section 22 of the Act gives power to the
Central Government to frame Rules, by notification in the
official Gazette, with regard to inter alia the eligibility criteria
for “different categories of cable operators” (thereby
implicitly including MSOs) under Section 4(2) of the CTN
Act and the terms and conditions of registration under
Section 4(6) of the Act.

The Central government had made the Cable
Television Networks Rules, 1994 (CTN Rules) in exercise of
the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 22 of
the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Ordinance, 1994
(Ordinance No.9 of 1994). The CTN Rules, 1994 define
‘Multi-System Operator (MSO)’ under Rule 2 (ee) as “a cable
operator who receives a programming service from a
broadcaster and/ or his authorized agencies and re-
transmits the same or transmits his own programming
service for simultaneous reception either by multiple
subscribers directly or through one or more local cable
operators (LCOs) and includes his authorized distribution
agencies by whatever name called.” Rule 11A of the CTN
Rules deals with the application for registration as a multi-
system operator and states-

“(1) For the purpose of operation of cable television
network services with digital addressable system in
a notified area, a person who desires to provide such
service shall make an application for registration as
Multi-System Operator to the registering authority
in Form 6.

(2) Every application under sub-rule (1) shall be
accompanied by –
 a processing fee of rupees one lakh;
 declaration in Form 2.

The rules do not prescribe any other fee or charges
except the processing fee for the MSO. MIB Reference
(Annexure-II) reiterates that Rule 11A of CTN Rules, 1994
prescribe processing fee of Rs. One Lakh to be submitted
with the application for MSO registration. The CTN Rules

sarkar Baart kI saMp`Bau<aa AaOr AKMDta ko ihtaoM kao Qyaana maoM
rKto hue¸ rajya kI saurxaa kao inaQaa-irt kr saktI hO̧  ivadoSaI
rajyaaoM ko saaqa maO~IpUNa- saMbaMQa¸ saava-jainak vyavasqaa¸ SaalaInata yaa
naOitkta¸ ivadoSaI saMbaMQa yaa Adalat kI Avamaananaa¸ maanahaina yaa
ApraQa ko ilae ]ksaanaa¸ pMjaIkrNa ko eosao inayama AaOr Sato-M
ijanamaoM Aitir@t maanadMD yaa Sato-M Saaimala hOM̧  ijanhoM kobala Aa^proTraoM
Wara pUra ikyaa jaanaa hO.
[sako Alaavaa AiQainayama kI Qaara 22 koMd̀ sarkar kao AaiQakairk

rajap~ maoM AiQasaUcanaa Wara inayama banaanao kI Sai@t dotI hO̧  Anya baataoM ko
saaqa–saaqa Qaara 4 ³2´ saITIena AiQainayama AaOr AiQainayama kI Qaara
4³6´ ko tht pMjaIkrNa ko inayama AaOr Sato-M.

koMd` sarkar nao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AQyaadoSa¸
1994 ³1994 ka AQyaadoSa saM#yaa 9´ kI Qaara 22 kI ]p–Qaara ³1´
Wara p`d<a Sai@tyaaoM ka p`yaaoga krto hue kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama
1994 ³saITIena inayama´ banaayaa qaa.saITIena inayama 1994 inayama 2
³[--[-́  ko tht ‘malTI–isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó  kao ‘ek kobala
Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat krta hO jaao ek p`saark AaOrÀyaa ]sakI
AiQakRt ejaoMisayaaoM sao kaya-Ëma saovaa p`aPt krta hO AaOr [sao ifr sao
p`saairt krta hO yaa Apnao svayaM ko ek saaqa k[- ga`ahkaoM Wara saIQao yaa
ek yaa AiQak sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ³elasaIAaó  ko maaQyama sao ek
saaqa svaagat ko ilae kaya-Ëma saovaa AaOr ]nakI AiQakRt ivatrNa ejaoMisayaaoM
kao iksaI BaI naama sao jaanaa jaata hO.saITIena inayamaaoM ka inayama 11e ek
malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna sao saMbaMiQat hO
AaOr yah batata hO ik –‘
³1´ AiQasaUicat xao~ maoM iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma ko saaqa kobala

TolaIivajana naoTvak- saovaaAaoM ko saMcaalana ko ]_oSya sao̧  ek vyai@t
jaao eosaI saovaa p`dana krnaa caahta hO̧  vah pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakrNa
kao fa^ma- 6 maoM malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae
Aavaodna krogaa.’

³2´]p–inayama ³1´ ko tht p`%yaok Aavaodna ko saaqa haogaa¸
µ ek laaK Épyao ka p`aosaoisaMga Saulk
µ p`p~ 2 maoM GaaoYaNaa
inayama¸ emaesaAao ko ilae p`saMskrNa Saulk ko Alaavaa kao[- Anya

Saulk yaa Saulk inaQaa-irt nahIM krto hOM.emaAa[-baI saMdBa- ³Anaulagnak
iWtIya´ daohrata hO ik saITIena inayama¸ 1994 ko inayama 11 e emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ko saaqa ek laaK Épyao kI p`aosaoisaMga Saulk
jamaa krnao ka p`avaQaana hO.saITIena inayama emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko
navaInaIkrNa ko ilae kao[- p`iËyaa yaa p`aosaoisaMga Saulk inaQaa-irt nahIM krto
hOM.
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do not prescribe any procedure or processing fee for renewal
of MSO registration.

The CTN Rules, 1994, do not have an express
provision about renewal of MSO registrations. However,
Rule 3 of the said Rules, 1994 deals with the application for
registration as a cable television network in India. Rule 3(1)
states that, “every application for registration as a cable
television network in India shall be made in writing in
Form 1 and shall be renewable after every twelve months”.
Rule 3(3)(a) states that, “every application for registration
or renewal of registration shall be accompanied by – (i) a
fee of rupees five hundred only; and (ii) the requisite
documents mentioned in Form 1 and Form 2 (attached in
the said Rules, 1994)”. Read with other relevant provisions
of the CTN Rules and the CTN Act, these provisions pertain
to the renewal of Local Cable Operator (LCO).

Rule 11 of the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994
(as amended) prescribes that an applicant seeking
registration for operating as an MSO can be an individual,
an association of individuals or body of individuals, whether
incorporated or not, or a company. The eligibility criteria for
an applicant multi-system operator as per Rule 11(B), CTN
Rules 1994 are as follows: —

“a) where the applicant is a person, he shall be a citizen
of India and not less than eighteen years of age;

b) where the applicant is an association of Individuals
or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not,
the members of such an association or body shall be
citizens of India and not less than eighteen years of
age;

c) where the applicant is a company, such company
shall be a company registered under the Companies
Act, 1956 and shall be subject to such conditions
relating to foreign direct investment as may be
decided by the Central Government;

d) the applicant shall not be an undischarged
insolvent;

e) the applicant shall not be a person of unsound mind
as declared by a-competent court;

f) the applicant shall not be convicted of any criminal
offence”.

Rule 11(3) of CTN Rules, 1994 prescribes, inter alia,
the financial strength of the applicant for grant of MSO
registration, without explicitly defining or quantifying it.
Further, Ministry has been granting MSO registration to
those applicants who have positive net-worth. Previously,

saITIena inayama¸ 1994 maoM emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko
baaro maoM spYT p`avaQaana nahIM hO.halaaMik ]@t inayama 1994 ka inayama 3
Baart maoM kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna
sao saMbaMiQat hO.inayama 3³1´ maoM kha gayaa hO ik ‘Baart maoM kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae p`%yaok Aavaodna fa^ma- 1 maoM ilaiKt
$p maoM ikyaa jaayaogaa AaOr hr 12 mahInao ko baad navaInaIkrNa haogaa.inayama
3³3´³e´ maoM kha gayaa hO ik ‘pMjaIkrNa yaa pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa
ko ilae p`%yaok Aavaodna ko saaqa haogaa–³1´ kovala 500 Épyao ka Saulk
AaOr ³2´ fa^ma- 1 AaOr fa^ma- 2 maoM ]llaoiKt Apoixat dstavaoja ³]@t
inayama 1994 maoM saMlagna´.saITIena inayamaaoM va saITIena AiQainayamaaoM ko Anya
p`asaMigak p`avaQaanaaoM ko saaqa pZ,oM̧  yao p`avaQaana sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM
³elasaIAaó  ko navaInaIkrNa sao saMbaMiQat hO.

kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- AiQainayama¸ 1994 ³saMSaaoiQat´ ko
inayama 11 maoM p`avaQaana hO ik ek emaesaAao ko $p maoM saMcaalana ko ilae
pMjaIkrNa kI maaMga krnao vaalaa Aavaodk ek vyai@t¸ vyai@tyaaoM ka saMGa
yaa vyai@tyaaoM ka inakaya¸ caaho inayaimat hao yaa nahIM̧  yaa ek kMpnaI hao
sakta hO.inayama 11 ³baI´ saITIena inayama 1994 ko Anau$p ek Aavaodk
malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ko ilae pa~ta maanadMD [sa p`kar hO:
e´ jahaM Aavaodk ek vyai@t hO̧  vah Baart ka naagairk haogaa AaOr

18 vaYa- sao kma ]ma` ka nahIM haogaa.
baI´ jahaM Aavaodk vyai@tyaaoM ka saMGa yaa vyai@tyaaoM ka inakaya hO̧  caaho

inayaimat hao yaa nahIM̧  eosao saMGa yaa inakaya ko sadsya Baart ko
naagairk haoMgao AaOr 18 vaYa- sao kma Aayau ko nahIM haoMgao.

saI´ jahaM Aavaodk ek kMpnaI hO¸ eosaI kMpnaI¸ kMpnaI AiQainayama
1956 ko tht pMjaIkRt kMpnaI haogaI AaOr ivadoSaI p`%yaxa inavaoSa sao
saMbaMiQat eosaI Satao-M ko AQaIna haogaI¸ jaOsaaik koMd` sarkar Wara tya
ikyaa jaa sakta hO.

DI´ Aavaodk Anaunmaaoicat idvaailayaa nahIM haogaa¸
[-´ Aavaodk ek saxama nyaayaalaya Wara GaaoiYat ko $p maoM ivakRt idmaaga

ka vyai@t nahIM haogaa.
ef´ Aavaodk kao iksaI BaI AapraiQak AapraQa ka daoYaI nahIM

zhrayaa jaayaogaa.
saITIena inayama¸ 1994 ka inayama 11³3´¸ Anya baataoM ko saaqa–

saaqa emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko Anaudana ko ilae Aavaodk ko iva<aIya takt
kao spYT $p sao pirBaaiYat yaa pirmaaiNat ikyao ibanaa inaQaa-irt krta
hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ maM~alaya ]na AavaodkaoM kao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa p`dana
kr rha hO ijanako pasa sakara%mak inavala maUlya hO.pUva- mao M p~
saMº2À31À2016–DIeesa idnaaMk 16 ma[- 2018¸ emaAa[-baI nao T/a[- sao
emaesaAao ko ilae ]pyau@t p`vaoSa str ko inavala maUlya pr ApnaI isafairSaoM
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vide letter no. 2/31/2016- DAS Dated 16th May 2018, MIB
requested TRAI to give its recommendations on the
appropriate entry level net worth for the MSOs. In response,
the Authority in its Recommendations on Entry Level Net
worth requirement of Multi-system Operators in Cable TV
services dated 22nd July 2019 had recommended that there
is no necessity for fixation of a minimum entry level net
worth for MSO registration. As prevalent, any individual,
company, corporate firm, or LLP that fulfils provisions of
the CTN Rules, may be granted MSO registration. These
recommendations have been accepted by the government.

Initially, the MSO registration was issued for a
specific city or Town or a State or on a pan-India basis as
per the request of the applicant. However, vide circular dated
27th Jan 2017 (Annexure-I), the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) conveyed that all the MSOs with a
valid registration are free to operate in any part of the country.

Figure 2: Broadcast Seva Portal for submitting applications

As per extant provisions, any individual, company,
corporate firm, or LLP that fulfils provisions of the CTN
Rules, may be granted MSO registration. MIB has developed
a new Broadcast Seva portal (Figure 2) for submitting the
applications online for MSO registration. The portal
provides a single point facility to the stakeholders to request
for required permission, registrations, licenses, etc. issued
by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for
broadcast related activities.

donao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa qaa.p`%yau<ar maoM̧  p`aiQakrNa nao 22 jaulaa[- 2019
kao kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM kI eMT/I laovala naoTvaqa-
AavaSyakta pr ApnaI AnauSaMsaaAaoM maoM isafairSa kI qaI ik emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa ko ilae nyaUnatma p`vaoSa str ko inavala maUlya ko inaQaa-rNa kI kao[-
AavaSyakta nahIM hO.jaOsaaik p`cailat hO̧  saITIena inayamaaoM ko p`avaQaanaaoM
kao pUra krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t¸ kMpnaI¸ ka^pao-roT fma- yaa elaelapI
kao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa idyaa jaa sakta hO.[na isafairSaaoM kao sarkar nao
maana ilayaa hO.

p`arMBa maoM emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ek ivaiSaYT Sahr yaa ksbao yaa
rajya ko ilae yaa ek AiKla BaartIya AaQaar pr Aavaodk ko AnauraoQa
ko AaQaar pr jaarI ikyaa gayaa qaa.halaaMik pirp~ idnaaMk 27 janavarI
2017 ³Anaulagnak–1´ ko maaQyama sao saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-
baI´ nao batayaa ik vaOQa pMjaIkrNa vaalao saBaI emaesaAao doSa ko iksaI BaI
ihssao maoM kama krnao ko ilae svatM~ hOM.

maaOjaUda p̀avaQaanaaoM ko Anausaar saITIena inayamaaoM ko p̀avaQaanaaoM kao pUra
krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t¸ kMpnaI¸ ka^pao-roT fma- yaa elaelapI kao
emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa idyaa jaa sakta hO.emaAa[-baI nao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa
ko ilae Aânalaa[na Aavaodna jamaa krnao ko ilae ek nayaa p̀saarNa saovaa paoT-
la ivakisat ikyaa hO.paoT-la p̀saarNa saMbaMQaI gaitivaiQayaaoM ko ilae saUcanaa AaOr
p̀saarNa maM~alaya Wara jaarI AavaSyak Anaumait pMjaIkrNa¸ laa[saoMsa Aaid ko ilae
AnauraoQa krnao ko ilae ihtQaarkaoM kao ekla ibaMdu sauivaQaa p̀dana krta hO.
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For registration of MSO, the applicant is required to
make an application to MIB by logging on to the Broadcast
Seva portal. The eligibility criteria, entry requirements, and
list of documents are prescribed on the portal. Post scrutiny
of eligibility and documents, security clearance from MHA
is obtained before grant of the registration. The security
clearance provided by MHA to an entity, or its director(s)
has a limited validity of ten years from the date of initial
grant of security clearance or period of license permission,
whichever is earlier, as per MHA O.M. dated 25.06.2018.

As per the extant provision under the CTN Rules, an
MSO registration has a validity period of 10 years. There is
no provision for an extension or a renewal, implying that at
the end of the 10-year period of validity, the registration
expires. While the Guidelines may be silent on the provision
of an extension or a renewal, it could not possibly be the
intent of policy to effectively disallow existing service
providers from continuing business beyond the initial
registration period of 10 years. Starting a cable television
distribution business entails considerable investment of
resources. It would, therefore, be a reasonable expectation
on the part of MSO licensees that, before the expiry of the
initial 10-year registration, they would apply for renewal/
extension of the existing registration so that they could
continue their business.

Further, it is important to note that such renewal/ re-
registration process has to be a time-bound activity as it
needs to be completed before the expiry of existing
registration. This is necessary as the existing service
providers have large number of consumers. Therefore, any
registered MSO should strive to apply for renewal at least
few months before the expiry of registration. Furthermore,
in case an existing service provider has applied for renewal
and the decision of renewal is pending, then in the interest
of consumers, the service provisioning may be allowed to
continue on provisional basis.

GUIDELINES FOR RENEWAL OF
REGISTRATION FOR TELEVISION SERVICE
PROVIDERS OTHER THAN MSO

For deliberating on the issue of the period of existing
MSO registration and its renewal, it would be prudent to
review the relevant provisions, on the subject, that have
been made in other distribution platforms of the
broadcasting sector. It may be appropriate to mention here
that as per the guidelines for Provisioning of Internet
Protocol Television (IPTV) Services issued by Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting vide its letter No. 16/03/2006-
BP&L. Vol. III dated 08.09.2008, all telecom licensees/Cable

emaesaAao ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodk kao p`saark saovaa paoT-
la pr laa^ga [na krko emaAa[-baI kao ek Aavaodna krnaa haogaa.paoT-la
pr pa~ta maanadMD¸ p`vaoSa AavaSyaktaAaoM AaOr dstavaojaaoM kI saUcaI inaQaa-
irt kI gayaI hO.pa~ta AaOr dstavaojaaoM kI jaaMca ko baad pMjaIkrNa kI
Anaumait donao sao phlao emaecae sao saurxaa maMjaUrI p`aPt kI jaatI
hO.25º06º2018 kao emaecae ko Aaoºemaº ko Anausaar ‘emaecae Wara
iksaI [ka[- yaa ]sako inadoSak ³inadoSakaoḾ  kao p`dana kI gayaI saurxaa
maMjaUrI kI p`arMiBa saurxaa maMjaUrI yaa laa[saoMsa Anaumait kI AvaiQa¸ jaao BaI
phlao hao̧  kI tarIK sao dsa saala kI saIimat vaOQata hO.

saITIena inayamaaoM ko maaOjaUda p`avaQaana ko Anausaar¸ ek emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa kI vaOQata AvaiQa 10 vaYa- hO.ivastar yaa navaInaIkrNa ka kao[-
p`avaQaana nahIM hO̧  ijasaka matlaba hO ik vaOQata kI 10 saala kI AvaiQa ko
AMt maoM pMjaIkrNa samaaPt hao jaayaogaa.halaaMik idSaainado-Sa ivastar yaa
navaInaIkrNa ko p`avaQaana pr maaOna hao sakto hOM̧  yah saMBavat: maaOjaUda saovaa
p`dataAaoM kao 10 vaYaao-M kI p`arMiBak pMjaIkrNa kI AvaiQa ko baad vyaapar
jaarI rKnao sao p`BaavaI $p sao AsvaIkRt krnao kI naIit ka [rada nahIM hao
sakta hO.kobala TolaIivajana ivatrNa vyavasaaya Sau$ krnao ko ilae saMsaaQanaaoM
ka kafI inavaoSa krnaa pD,ta hO.[sailae¸ emaesaAao laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoM kI
Aaor sao yah ek ]icat Apoxaa haogaI ik p`arMiBak 10 vaYa- ko pMjaIkrNa
kI samaaiPt sao phlao̧  vao maaOjaUda pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNaÀivastar ko
ilae Aavaodna kroMgao taik vao Apnaa vyavasaaya jaarI rK sakoM.

[sako Alaavaa yah naa oT krnaa mah%vapUNa - hO ik eosaI
navaInaIkrNaÀpuna:pMjaIkrNa p`iËyaa ek samayabaw gaitivaiQa haonaI caaihe
@yaaoMik [sao maaOjaUda pMjaIkrNa kI samaaiPt sao phlao pUra krnao kI AavaSyakta
hO.yah AavaSyak hO @yaaoMik maaOjaUda saovaa p`dataAaoM ko pasa baD,I saM#yaa maoM
]pBaao@ta hOM.[sailae iksaI BaI pMjaIkRt emaesaAao kao pMjaIkrNa kI
samaaiPt sao kma sao kma kuC mahInao phlao navaInaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna
krnao ka p`yaasa krnaa caaihe.[sako Alaavaa¸ iksaI maaOjaUda saovaa p`data
nao navaInaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ikyaa hO AaOr navaInaIkrNa ka inaNa-ya
laMibat hO tao ]pBaao@taAaoM ko iht maoM saovaa p`avaQaana kao AnaMitma AaQaar
pr jaarI rKnao kI Anaumait dI jaa saktI hO.
emaesaAao ko Alaavaa Anya TolaIivajana saovaa p`dataAao M ko ilaeemaesaAao ko Alaavaa Anya TolaIivajana saovaa p`dataAao M ko ilaeemaesaAao ko Alaavaa Anya TolaIivajana saovaa p`dataAao M ko ilaeemaesaAao ko Alaavaa Anya TolaIivajana saovaa p`dataAao M ko ilaeemaesaAao ko Alaavaa Anya TolaIivajana saovaa p`dataAao M ko ilae
pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SapMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SapMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SapMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SapMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -Sa

maaOjaUda emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa kI AvaiQa AaOr [sako navaInaIkrNa
ko mau_o pr ivacaar–ivamaSa- krnao ko ilae [sa ivaYaya pr p`asaMigak p`avaQaanaaoM
kI samaIxaa krnaa samaJadarI haogaI¸ jaao ik p`saarNa xao~ ko Anya ivatrNa
PlaoTfa^maao-M maoM ikyao gayao hOM.yahaM yah ]llaoK krnaa ]icat haogaa ik saUcanaa
AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya Wara Apnao p~ saM#yaa 16À03À2006 baIpI eMD
ela vaa^lyaUma 3 idnaaMk 08º09º2008 Wara jaarI [MTrnaoT p`aoTaoka^la
TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana ko ilae idSaainado-SaaoM ko
Anausaar¸ saBaI dUrsaMcaar laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoMÀAa[-pITIvaI p`dana krnao sao phlao
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Operators before providing IPTV will give a self-certified
declaration to I&B, DoT and TRAI giving details such as
license/registration under which IPTV service is proposed.
No separate registration is required for provisioning of IPTV
services as per extant guidelines. However, the relevant
provision in vogue for renewal of the registration for other
distribution platform operators, along with the renewal
policy for the LCOs is discussed below:

(A) GUIDELINES FOR LCO REGISTRATION
Any applicant who is desirous of providing cable

television network services as a local cable operator with
digital addressable system needs to apply for registration
from the registering authority as per the procedure detailed
below:

a. Application for registration as local cable operator
shall be made in writing in Form 1 as prescribed in
the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994.

b. The application shall be
addressed to the
registering authority i.e.,
the Head Post Master of a
Head Post Office of the
area within whose
territorial jurisdiction the
office of the cable operator
is situated, and delivered
in his office in Form 1.

c. The application for
registration or renewal of
registration shall be
accompanied by
 a fee of Rs. five

hundred only; and
 the requisite documents mentioned in Form 1

and an undertaking as in Form 2 prescribed in
the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994.

d. The application for issue of duplicate certificate of
registration shall be accompanied by
 a fee of Rs. two hundred and fifty only; and
 the requisite documents mentioned in Form 1

prescribed in the Cable Television Networks
Rules 1994.

e. The amount of fee shall be deposited in the Head
Post Office where the application for registration or
renewal of registration or issue of duplicate
certificate of registration is being made.

kobala Aa^proTr¸ Aa[-eMDbaI¸ Da^T AaOr T/a[- kao laa[saoMsaÀpMjaIkrNa jaOsao
ivavarNa doto hue ek sva–p`maaiNat GaaoYaNaa doMgao̧  ijasako tht Aa[-pITIvaI
saovaa p̀staivat hO.maaOjaUda idSaainado-SaaoM ko Anausaar Aa[-pITIvaI saovaa p̀avaQaanaaoM
ko ilae Alaga sao pMjaIkrNa kI AavaSyakta nahIM hO.halaaMik Anya
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ko ilae pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae
p`cailat p`asaMigak p`avaQaana¸ elasaIAao ko ilae navaInaIkrNa naIit ko saaqa
naIcao cacaa- kI gayaI hO:

³e´³e´³e´³e´³e´ elasaIAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SaelasaIAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SaelasaIAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SaelasaIAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -SaelasaIAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae idSaa–inado -Sa

kao[- BaI Aavaodk jaao iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma ko saaqa sqaanaIya
kobala Aa^proTr ko $p maoM kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- saovaayaoM p`dana krnao
ka [-cCuk hO̧  ]sao naIcao dI gayaI p`iËyaa ko Anausaar pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakarI
sao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna krnaa haogaa.

eº sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna¸
fa^ma- 1 maoM ilaiKt $p sao ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ jaOsaaik kobala TolaIivajana

naoTvak- inayama 1994 maoM inaQaa-irt ikyaa
gayaa hO.

baIº Aavaodna pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakarI
kao saMbaaoiQat ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ Aqaa-t¸ ]sa
xao~ ko p`Qaana DakGar ko hoD paosT
maasTr¸ ijasako xao~Iya AiQakar xao~ maoM
kobala Aa^proTr ka kayaa-laya isqat hO
AaOr fa^ma- 1 ]sako yahaM Baojaa jaayaogaa.

saIº pMjaIkrNa yaa p MjaIkrNa ko
navaInaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ko saaqa
haonaa caaihe:

 kovala 500 Épyao ka Saulk¸ AaOr

 fa^ma- 1 maoM ]illaiKt Apoixat dstavaoja AaOr kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- inayama 1994 maoM inaQaa-irt fa^ma- 2 ko Anausaar ek
AMDrToikMga.

DIº pMjaIkrNa ko DuPlaIkoT p`maaNa p~ jaarI krnao ko ilae Aavaodna
p~ ko saaqa haonaa caaihe:

 kovala 250 Épyao ka Saulk¸ AaOr

 kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama 1994 maoM inaQaa-irt fa^ma- 1 maoM
]illaiKt Apoixat dstavaoja.

[-º Saulk kI raiSa p`Qaana DakGar maoM jamaa kI jaayaogaI jahaM pMjaIkrNa
yaa pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa yaa pMjaIkrNa ko DuPlaIkoT p`maaNa p~
jaarI krnao ko ilae Aavaodna ikyaa jaa rha hO.
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f. LCO registration may be renewed after every twelve
months

g. The applicant could be individual, association or
body of individuals, or a company registered under
the Companies Act.

Renewal terms and process for the LCOs have been
kept identical to the initial registration, in terms of eligibility,
validity period and fee.

(B) DIRECT-TO-HOME (DTH)
REGISTRATION
The Government had issued “Guidelines for

Obtaining License for Providing Direct-to-Home (DTH)
Broadcasting Services in India” on 15th March 2001 which
marked the beginning of DTH services in India.

Period of license for DTH services:
The period of license for DTH

services previously was 10 years from the
date of issue of wireless operational
license by Wireless planning and
Coordination Wing of Ministry of
Communications. MIB has subsequently
issued amendments to the guidelines for
obtaining licenses for providing DTH
services in India on 30th December 2020.
The license period for DTH operations
has been increased from the existing
period of 10 years to 20 years from the
date of issue of wireless operational
license (WOL) by WPC and renewal by 10 years at a time.
While the amendments specify the annual license fee along
with other applicable fee payable by the DTH operators, no
separate fee for renewal of DTH license has been prescribed
in the said amendments to the policy guidelines for DTH
broadcasting services.

(C) HEADEND-IN-THE SKY (HITS)
REGISTRATION
“Guidelines for Providing Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS)

Broadcasting Service in India” were issued by MIB on 26th
November 2009. The amendment to the guidelines were later
issued by MIB on 6th November 2020 through which MIB
has also permitted sharing of infrastructure by HITS
operators. The process for obtaining permission is similar
to that of DTH services.

Period of Permission for HITS services:
Permission for providing HITS service will be valid

efº elasaIAao pMjaIkrNa hr baarh mahInao ko baad navaInaIkRt ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.

jaIº Aavaodk vyai@t¸ saMGa yaa vyai@tyaaoM ka inakaya yaa kMpnaI AiQainayama
ko tht pMjaIkRt kMpnaI hao sakta hO.
pa~ta¸ vaOQata AvaiQa AaOr Saulk ko saMdBa- maoM elasaIAao ko ilae

navaInaIkrNa kI Sato-M AaOr p`iËyaa p`arMiBak pMjaIkrNa ko samaana rKI gayaI
hO.
baIº Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ pMjaIkrNabaIº Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ pMjaIkrNabaIº Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ pMjaIkrNabaIº Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ pMjaIkrNabaIº Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ pMjaIkrNa

sarkar nao 15 maaca- 2001 kao ‘Baart maoM Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma
³DITIeca´ p`saarNa saovaayaoM p`dana krnao ko ilae laa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko
ilae idSaainado-Sa’ jaarI ikyao qao̧  ijasanao Baart maoM DITIeca saovaaAaoM kI
Sau$Aat kao icainht ikyaa qaa.

DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQaDITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQaDITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQaDITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQaDITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQa

phlao DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AvaiQa
saMcaar maM~alaya ko vaayarlaosa PlaainaMga eMD kaoAa^iD-
naoSana ivaMga Wara vaayarlaosa Aa^proSanala laa[saoMsa jaarI
krnao kI tarIK sao 10 saala qaI.emaAa[-baI nao
baad maoM 30 idsaMbar 2002 kao Baart maoM DITIeca
saovaayaoM p`dana krnao ko ilae laa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko
ilae idSaainado-SaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana jaarI ikyao.DITIeca
saMcaalana ko ilae laa[saoMsa AvaiQa vaayarlaosa pircaalana
laa[saoMsa ³DblaUAaoela´ jaarI krnao AaOr ek baar
maoM 10 vaYa- ko navaInaIkrNa kI tarIK sao maaOjaUda 10
vaYa- sao baZ,akr 20 vaYa- kr dI gayaI hO.jabaik

saMSaaoQana DITIeca Aa^proTraoM Wara doya Anya laagaU Saulk ko saaqa vaaiYa-k
laa[saoMsa Saulk inaid-YT krto hOM̧  DITIeca p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko ilae naIit
idSaainado-SaaoM maoM ]@t saMSaaoQanaaoM maoM DITIeca laa[saoMsa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae
kao[- Alaga Saulk inaQaa-irt nahIM ikyaa gayaa hO.

saIº hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ pMjaIkrNasaIº hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ pMjaIkrNasaIº hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ pMjaIkrNasaIº hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ pMjaIkrNasaIº hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ pMjaIkrNa
‘Baart maoM hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ p`saarNa saovaa p`dana

krnao ko ilae idSaa–inado-Sa 26 navaMbar 2009 kao emaAa[-baI Wara jaarI
ikyao gayao qao.idSaainado-SaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana baad maoM emaAa[-baI Wara 6 navaMbar
2020 kao jaarI ikyaa gayaa qaa ijasako maaQyama sao emaAa[-baI nao ihT\sa
Aa^proTraoM Wara bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao kI BaI Anaumait dI
qaI.Anaumait p`aPt krnao kI p`iËyaa DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko samaana hO.

ihT\sa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae Anaumait kI AvaiQa:ihT\sa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae Anaumait kI AvaiQa:ihT\sa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae Anaumait kI AvaiQa:ihT\sa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae Anaumait kI AvaiQa:ihT\sa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae Anaumait kI AvaiQa:

ihT\sa saovaa p`dana krnao kI Anaumait saMcaar AaOr saUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI
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for a period of 10 years from the date of issue of wireless
operational license (WOL) by Wireless planning and
Coordination Wing of Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology.

While the mechanism for
obtaining permission as
prescribed in the Guidelines for
Providing HITS Broadcasting
Service in India is similar to that
of DTH services, these
guidelines do not include an
express provision for extension/
renewal of permission period for
HITS services unlike the case
of DTH services (which is
renewable by 10 years at a time).

As stated earlier, TRAI has taken note of the fact
that at present there is no provision for renewal in the existing
Guidelines for Registration for HITS services. Therefore,
there is a need to make appropriate provisions for extension
of license/permission period for HITS platform as well, for
the sake of uniformity across all distribution platforms as
far as provision for renewal of registration/ permission/
license is concerned. The MIB Reference has sought the
recommendations of TRAI on specific aspects, as outlined
under para 1.8 (i) & (ii) in the previous chapter, for extension
of the validity period of MSO registration including the
amount of processing fee. Hence, TRAI is of the view that
the issue of renewal provisions for HITS services need to
be taken up in a separate consultation paper, either on a
reference from MIB regarding this or on suo motu basis, as
expedient in the matter.

REGULATORY PROVISIONS
To enable the Indian broadcasting sector to realize

the gains of digitization, TRAI, after due consultation
process, published a comprehensive regulatory framework
for DAS on 03.03.2017. This framework comprised of the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017,
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Standards of Quality of Service and Consumer Protection
(Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
(Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff Order, 2017 for
providing broadcasting services. This framework was
notified in March 2017. However, it came into effect from
29.12.2018 after satisfying legal pronouncements. The
regulatory framework, by its design, has brought

maM~alaya ko vaayarlaosa PlaainaMga eMD kaoAa^iD-naoSana ivaMga Wara vaayarlaosa
Aa^proSanala laa[saoMsa ³DblaUAaoela´ jaarI krnao kI tarIK sao 10 saala kI
AvaiQa ko ilae vaOQa haogaI.

jabaik Baart maoM ihT\sa p`saarNa saovaa
p`dana krnao ko ilae idSaa–inado-SaaoM maoM
inaQaa-irt Anaumait p`aPt krnao ko ilae
tM~ DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko samaana hO̧  [na
idSaainado-SaaoM maoM DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko maamalao
ko ivaprIt ihT\sa saovaaAaoM ko ilae Anaumait
AvaiQa ko ivastarÀnavaIkrNa  ko ilae
ek spYT p`avaQaana Saaimala nahIM hO.³jaao
ekbaar maoM 10 saala ko ilae navaIkrNaIya
hO´.

jaOsaaik phlao kha gayaa hO ik T/a[- nao [sa tqya pr Qyaana idyaa
hO ik vat-maana maoM ihT\sa saovaaAaoM ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae maaOjaUda idSaainado-SaaoM
ma o M navaIkrNa ka kao[ - p`avaQaana nahI M hO.[sailae¸ jaha M tk
pMjaIkrNaÀAnaumaitÀlaa[saoMsa ko navaIkrNa ko p`avaQaana ka saMbaMQa hO̧  saBaI
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^maao-M maoM ek$pta ko ilae ihT\sa PlaoTfa^ma- ko ilae BaI
laa[saoMsaÀAnaumait AvaiQa ko ivastar ko ilae ]pyau@t p`avaQaana krnao kI
AavaSyakta hO.emaAa[-baI roÍoMsa Saulk kI raiSa saiht emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa
kI vaOQata AvaiQa ko ivastar ko ilae ipClao AQyaaya maoM pOra 1º8 ³1´
AaOr ³2´ ko tht ]illaiKt ivaiSaYT phlauAaoM pr T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM
kI maaMga kI hO.[sailae T/a[- ka ivacaar hO ik ihT\sa saovaaAaoM ko navaIkrNa
p`avaQaanaaoM ko mau_o kao ela Alaga pramaSa- p~ maoM laanao kI ja$rt hO yaa tao
[sa saMbaMQa maoM emaAa[-baI ko saMdBa- maoM yaa maamalao maoM ]paya ko $p maoM svat:
pòrNaa ko AaQaar pr.
inayaamak p`avaQaanainayaamak p`avaQaanainayaamak p`avaQaanainayaamak p`avaQaanainayaamak p`avaQaana

BaartIya p`saarNa xao~ kao iDijaTlaIkrNa ko laaBaaoM ka ehsaasa
krnao maoM saxama banaanao ko ilae T/a[- nao ]icat pramaSa- p`iËyaa ko baad
03º03º2017 kao DIeesa ko ilae ek vyaapk inayaamak Z,aMcaa p`kaiSat
ikyaa.[sa Z,aMcao maoM dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaayaoM [MTrknao@Sana
³eD/osaobala isasTma´ ivainayama¸ 2017¸ dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´
saovaa kI gauNava<aa ko maanak AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa ³eD/osaobala isasTma´
ivainayama¸ 2017 AaOr dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaayaoM  ³AazvaaḾ
³eD/osaobala isasTma´ p`saarNa saovaayaoM p`dana ko ilae TOirf AadoSa 2017.[sa
Z,aMcao kao 2017 maoM AiQasaUicat ikyaa gayaa qaa.halaaMik yah kanaUnaI GaaoYaNaaoM
kao pUra krnao ko baad 29º12º2018 sao laagaU huAa.inayaamak Z,aMcao nao
Apnao iDjaa[na sao maUlya EaRMKlaa maoM ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM ko baIca pardiSa-ta¸
gaOr–BaodBaava AaOr samaana Avasar p`dana ikyaa hO.saBaI ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma-
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transparency, non-discrimination and level playing field
among various players across the value chain. All
Distribution platform Operators (DTH/MSO/HITS/IPTV) are
required to ensure the compliance to these regulations and
extant regulatory framework in general.

The New Regulatory framework, together with the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995/ Cable
Television Networks Rules, 1994 paved the way for evolution
of the cable television services from an unregulated,
unstructured sector to a structured, technology driven,
vibrant sector. The regulatory framework has nudged the
sector towards a new structure, wherein all the stakeholders,
from content provider to distributor to end consumer,
operate in a transparent, trust-based ecosystem. On the
other hand, the CTN Act/ CTN Rules have been
continuously evolving to provide a simple registration
process for the MSOs and LCOs and to enable a business
opportunity for the entrepreneurs without any deterrent
entry barriers to speak of.

As mentioned earlier, there are 1762 MSOs who have
been provided MSO registration by MIB up to March 2022.
Further, as per inputs from leading broadcasters, nearly 900
MSOs have active agreements with pay TV broadcasters.
However, there is a significant gap in reporting of compliance
by these MSOs despite continuous monitoring efforts by
TRAI. For instance, only 363 MSOs had undergone the
mandatory audit in 2021, citing miscellaneous reasons
including Covid situation. It is understood that similar
shortfalls are also being observed by the ministry regarding
compliance of the terms and conditions of the MSO
registration granted by MIB. Few smaller & medium MSOs
have either merged their operation or formed joint venture
(JV) with bigger MSOs having subscriber base more than
one lakh. However, the acquired MSOs have not reported

Aa^proTraoM ³DITIecaÀemaesaAaoÀihT\saÀAa[-pITIvaI´ kao [na ivainayamaaoM
AaOr saamaanya $p sao maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao ka Anaupalana sauinaiScat krnaa
AavaSyak hO.

kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995Àkobala
TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 ko saaqa nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao nao kobala
TolaIivajana saovaaAaoM ko ek AinayaMi~t¸ AsaMrixat xao~ sao ek saMrixat¸
tknaIkI saMcaailat¸ jaIvaMt xao~ maoM ivakasa ka maaga- p`Sast ikyaa.inayaamak
Z,aMcao nao [sa xao~ kao ek nayaI saMrcanaa kI Aaor Aga`sar ikyaa hO ijasamaoM
saBaI ihtQaark¸ saamaga`I p`data sao laokr ivatrk sao laokr AMitma ]pBaao@ta
tk¸ ek pardSaI-̧  ivaSvaasa AaQaairt parisqaitkI tM~ maoM kama krto
hOM.dUsarI Aaor¸ emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ko ilae ek sarla pMjaIkrNa
p`iËyaa p`dana krnao ko ilae saITIena AiQainayamaÀsaITIena inayama lagaatar
ivakisat hao rho hOM AaOr ibanaa iksaI baaQaa p`vaoSa baaQaaAaoM ko ]VimayaaoM ko
ilae ek vyavasaaiyak Avasar p`dana krnao maoM saxama hO.

jaOsaaik phlao ]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO̧  1762 emaesaAao hO̧  ijanhoM
maaca- 2022 tk emaAa[-baI Wara emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa p̀dana ikyaa gayaa
hO.[sako Alaavaa p`mauK p`saarkaoM ko [napuT ko Anausaar lagaBaga 900
emaesaAao nao po TIvaI p̀saarkaoM ko saaqa saiËya samaJaaOto ikyao hOM.tqaaip¸ T/a[-
Wara inarMtr inagaranaI p̀yaasaaoM ko baavajaUd [na emaesaAao Wara Anaupalana kI
irpao-iTMga maoM ek mah%vapUNa- AMtr hO.]dahrNa ko ilae¸ kovala 363 emaesaAao
nao 2021 maoM kaoivaD isqait saiht ivaivaQa karNaaoM ka hvaalaa doto hue
Ainavaaya- AâiDT ikyaa qaa.yah samaJaa jaata hO ik maM~alaya Wara emaAa[-baI
Wara p̀dana ikyao gayao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko inayamaaoM va Satao-M ko Anaupalana ko
saMbaMQa maoM BaI [saI trh kI kmaI doKI jaa rhI hO.kuC CaoTo AaOr maQyama
emaesaAao nao yaa tao Apnao pircaalana ka ivalaya kr idyaa hO yaa ek laaK sao
AiQak gàahk AaQaar vaalao baD,o emaesaAao ko saaqa saMyau@t ]Vma ³jaovaI´ ka
gazna ikyaa hO.halaaMik AiQagàiht emaesaAao nao T/a[- yaa emaAa[-baI kao nayaI
isqait kI saUcanaa nahIM dI hO.[sako Alaavaa k[- emaesaAao ijanhoM 2017 ko
baad emaAa[-baI Wara emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa jaarI ikyaa gayaa hO̧  ]nhoM ABaI BaI
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the new status to TRAI or MIB. Apart from this, many of
MSOs who have been issued MSO registration by MIB
after 2017, are yet to comply with the provisions of the CTN
Act/Rules including the extant regulatory framework. MIB
has also issued an advisory dated 21.02.2022 for regular
updating of the subscriber base data on the Management
Information System (MIS) of the Ministry.

Pursuant to the said situation, it may be prudent for
the licensing authority to be satisfied with the compliance
of the MSOs with the terms and conditions of their
registration and the extant regulatory framework, prior to
permitting the extension of their services. In the interest of
promoting ease of doing business, a hassle-free approach
may be adopted for such verification of compliances of
MSOs at the time of application for renewal of MSO
registration. It may be reasonable to include a provision in
the CTN Act/Rules for the MSOs to report their status of
compliance with the extant regulatory framework to TRAI
or MIB, before they may be granted renewal of registration.
For the compliance monitoring purpose, TRAI has identified
key regulatory provisions, the list of which is enclosed as
Annexure III. The stakeholders may examine the list and
provide their suggestions along with any modifications
proposed in the list of compliances to be considered
mandatory, prior to the grant of renewal of MSO registration.
Further, it may be appropriate to highlight the list of
documents that may be necessary to be submitted at the
time of application for renewal of MSO registration to the
licensing authority for such verification of compliances.
TRAI welcomes suggestions for such list of documents
which may include, but may not be limited to, self-
certification by the MSOs regarding their status of
compliance, any NOC provided by TRAI/MIB/licensing
authority, audit reports etc. as the case may be, as long as it
is in tandem with ease of doing business in the television
distribution network.

For continuity and long-term planning of the
business, renewal of license/registration would be a basic
requirement/expectation of the licensee. Further, the period
of renewal should neither be too long nor too short. In view
of this, it may be appropriate to incorporate, in the CTN
Act/ CTN Rules, a provision that indicates the period of
extension/renewal, relevant processing fee, as may be
applicable, and the procedure to be followed in future for
the extension/renewal of the MSO registration on their
expiry. The licensor should have the flexibility to modify
the terms and conditions for extension/renewal of the
registration. 

maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao saiht saITIena AiQainayamaÀinayamaaoM ko p̀avaQaanaaoM ka
palana krnaa hO.maM~alaya ko p̀baMQana saUcanaa p̀NaalaI ³emaAa[-esa´ pr gàahk
AaQaar DoTa kao inayaimat $p sao AVtna krnao ko ilae emaAa[-baI nao idnaaMk
21º02º2022 kao ek pramaSa- p~ BaI jaarI ikyaa hO.

]@t isqait ko AnausarNa maoM̧  laa[saoMisaMga p̀aiQakarI ko ilae yah
ivavaokpUNa- hao sakta hO ik vah ApnaI saovaaAaoM ko ivastar kI Anaumait donao sao
phlao emaesaAao ko pMjaIkrNa ko inayama AaOr Satao-M AaOr maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao
ko Anaupalana sao saMtuYT hao.vyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaI kao baZ,avaa donao ko iht
maoM̧  emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ko samaya emaesaAao ko
Anaupalana ko eosao sa%yaapna ko ilae ek proSaanaI mau@t dRiYTkaoNa Apnaayaa
jaa sakta hO.emaesaAao kao pMjaIkrNa ko navaInaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ko
samaya emaesaAao ko Anaupalana ko eosao sa%yaapna ko ilae ek proSaanaI mau@t
dRiYTkaoNa Apnaayaa jaa sakta hO.emaesaAao kao pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa kI
Anaumait idyao jaanao sao phlao maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao ko Anaupalana kI isqait
kI irpaoT- T/a[- yaa emaAa[-baI kao krnao ko ilae emaesaAao ko ilae saITIena
AiQainayamaÀinayamaaoM maoM ek p̀avaQaana Saaimala krnaa ]icat hao sakta hO.Anaupalana
inagaranaI ko ]_oSya sao̧  T/a[- nao p̀mauK inayaamak p̀avaQaanaaoM kI phcaana kI hO̧
ijanakI saUcaI AnaubaMQa 3 maoM saMlagna hO.ihtQaark saUcaI kI jaaMca kr sakto hOM
AaOr emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa ko Anaudana sao phlao Ainavaaya- maanaI
jaanao vaalaI Anaupalana saUcaI maoM p̀staivat iksaI BaI saMSaaoQana ko saaqa Apnao
sauJaava p̀dana kr sakto hOM.[sako Alaavaa Anaupalana ko eosao sa%yaapna ko
ilae laa[saoMisaMga p̀aiQakarI kao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa ko ilae
Aavaodna ko samaya p̀stut ikyao jaanao vaalao dstavaojaaoM kao ]jaagar krnaa ]icat
hao sakta hO.T/a[- dstavaojaaoM kI eosaI saUcaI ko ilae sauJaavaaoM ka svaagat krta
hO ijasamaoM Anaupalana kI isqait ko saMbaMQa maoM emaesaAao Wara sva–p̀maaNana¸ T/a[-
ÀemaAa[-baIÀlaa[saoMisaMga p̀aiQakrNa Wara p̀dana kI gayaI kao[- BaI enasaIAao̧
AâiDT irpaoT- Aaid jaOsaa BaI maamalaa hao̧  Saaimala hao sakta hO̧  laoikna [nhIM
tk saIimat nahIM hao sakta hO̧  jaba tk yah TolaIivajana ivatrNa naoTvak- maoM
vyaapar krnao maoM AasaanaI ko saaqa imalakr hO.

vyavasaaya kI inarMtrta AaOr dIGa-kailak yaaojanaa ko ilae
laa[saoMsaÀpMjaIkrNa ka navaIkrNa laa[saoMsaQaarI kI ek bauinayaadI
AavaSyaktaÀApoxaa haogaI.[sako Alaavaa¸ navaIkrNa kI AvaiQa na tao
bahut laMbaI haonaI caaihe AaOr na hI bahut kma.[sao Qyaana maoM rKto hue
saITIena AiQainayamaÀsaITIena inayamaaoM maoM ek p`avaQaana Saaimala krnaa
]icat hao sakta hO jaao ivastarÀnavaIkrNa kI AvaiQa¸ p`asaMigak p`aosaoisaMga
Saulk¸ jaOsaa laagaU hao sakta hO AaOr p`iËyaa ko ilae BaivaYya maoM emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa kI samaaiPt pr ivastarÀnavaIkrNa ko ilae palana kI jaanao
vaalaI p`iËyaa kao [Migat krta hO.laa[saoMsakta- ko pasa pMjaIkrNa ko
ivastarÀnavaIkrNa ko ilae inayama AaOr Satao-M kao saMSaaoiQat krnao ka
lacaIlaapna haonaa caaihe. 
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